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selection, those qualities which are most useful to
man are rendered more and more prominent until
most domestic animals undergo profound physical
modifications in the direction of utility. These
modifications are not always also in the direction
of greater structural perfection so as to be in the
line of natural evolution, but so far as the particular
qualities selected are concerned they usually are so,
and in many cases careful breeding improves the
whole animal, so that man becomes a powerful ally
of evolution itself. This is not disproved by the
fact, upon which so much stress has been laid by
certain biologists, that such improved races usually
revert more or less to their original condition when
human influence is withdrawn. On the contrary,
this fact establishes another law of biology, viz.,
that natural selection does not secure the survival
of the fittest in the struggle for existence. It
merely fixes the exact position which each species
is capable of holding in the general competition.
This is always far below what it might attain if
competition were removed. Exactly what man does
is to remove this competition, and the immense
progress that every species makes is shown in the
improvement of the stock under man's intelligent
care.

Considering next the effect of the telic power
directed to the vegetable kingdom we perceive that
substantially the same results have attended it.
These are even more important here, for they in-